JOIN THE SEARCH:  INVEST & INVITE
Q:  Why is it so hard to invite someone to church?
A:  Because we don’t want to be embarrassed, and we don’t want to scare them away.  We’re scared of what they might experience—we fear they won’t “fit” in or feel comfortable.  They might not speak the same “language” as everyone else…the members might be too “churchy” or “religious” for them.
Q:  What is the outlook of the average “outsider” or unbeliever?

A:  Church bothers most outsiders.  They have a “story” to tell about church—they’ve been there, done that, grew up in that, and don’t want to go back.  People want to figure out the God thing.  Their problem isn’t with God, their problem is with the church.
Q:  How did Jesus respond to the “outsider” in his day?  What about the “insider” or religious person?

A:  The un-churched, unbelieving, and confused flocked to be around and listen to Jesus.  As holy and righteous as He was, “the sinners” were comfortable with Him—they enjoyed being in His presence.  Even though they were nothing like Him, they liked Him.  Conversely, although He came as a religious leader, He did not spend time with religious people, and the religious people were offended by Him.

Q:  What is the church’s responsibility to outsiders?

A:  The church was left to function as if it were Jesus Himself—the very body of Christ.  The church is supposed to be as enjoyable and comfortable to outsiders as Jesus was.  When a church develops environments that are no longer conducive to un-churched people, they don’t show up.  And, when they don’t show up, God is hesitant to show up too!  Why?  God is more concerned about the outsider than the insider, about the lost person than the found person, about the unbeliever than the believer.  
Q:  What would we want an outsider to walk out of our church and think?

A:  We’d want the person who isn’t sure, doesn’t believe, who doesn’t ever want to walk into a church, who had a bad experience elsewhere to walk out thinking, “I’m not sure if I believe all of that, but that was something…those people were so genuine and nice.…that was different…I think I’ll come back.”

Q:  What does God’s Word say about “the lost”?

A:  You can find 3 incredible parables on this very topic in Luke 15 (99 secure sheep vs. 1 lost, the woman and her lost coin, and the prodigal son).  The clear bottom line from each of those examples is this:  God is on a search mission for the lost—they are His chief concern and the objects of His focus and attention.  When something that is important is lost, the lost thing becomes the focus of your attention, not the things that are secured.  There is more rejoicing in heaven every time one lost son is found than for all the believers (already “found”) combined.  
Q:  Can you give us a modern-day illustration or story that we can relate to?

A:  Sure…here’s a great example:  Imagine losing your child in the woods.  Nightfall comes, and a couple of hundred people gather around to help you in the search.  You stand up and tell everyone what he looks like, what he was wearing, and when and where you last saw him.  And, as soon as you finish your speech, all the searchers gather around the fire and discuss what they’ve just heard and to make plans and roast marshmallows.  The next morning everyone gets up, starts the campfire again, and gets some breakfast cooking.  And, someone has gotten some books on searching, and they’re reading about searching…but, NO ONE IS ACTUALLY SEARCHING! Can you imagine the frustration and the anger that you would feel as a father or a mother—that no one seems to carry your burden, that there doesn’t seem to be a sense of urgency?  What must God think on a Sunday when He looks down and sees all the would-be searchers gathered together, but as we leave, no one does much searching because we like being with the searchers.  We’re used to hanging out with the searchers—it’s fun, it’s comfortable.  The groups of searchers who quit searching will eventually feel the absence of the One who has called us to be searchers.  After all, why would He show up here—we’re safe, we’re in, we’re found, and we’re going to heaven anyway.  Don’t get so comfortable hanging with the searchers that you don’t join your Father in the search.
Q:  What role should the church play in the search?
A:  If we want to be a church where God feels free to show up, then we must create environments where you aren’t embarrassed to invite outsiders, and the lost feel free to participate.  If we ever lose our focus on transforming ordinary people into extraordinary followers of Christ, if we ever get too busy to search for the ordinary people, then the Chief of the searchers will take the search party somewhere else. 
Q:  What is the application/challenge that each “insider” can take away?

A:  Every believer needs to make a commitment to invest enough quality time in at least one person outside of their family who is lost or who doesn’t know, who doesn’t believe, or simply doesn’t care, with the intention of bringing them to a place where they can hear the gospel and begin to understand what God has for them.  
