Triangle Community Church - Statement of Faith 1

Statement of Faith
In all essential beliefs--we have unity.

"There is one Body, and one Spirit...there is one Lord, one faith, one baptism, and one God and
Father of us all..."

Ephesians 4:4-6

In nonessential beliefs--we have liberty.

"Accept him whose faith is weak, without passing judgment on disputable matters...Who are you
to judge someone else's servant? To his master he stands or falls...So then each of us will give
an account of himself to God...So whatever you believe about these things keep between
yourself and God."

Romans 14:1,4,12,22

In all our beliefs--we show love.

"...If I hold in my mind not only all human knowledge but also the very secrets of God, and if |
have the faith that can move mountains-but have no love, | amount to nothing at all.”

1 Corinthians 13:2 (Phillips Translation)
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SECTION 1--The Scriptures

God who is Himself truth and speaks truth only, has inspired Holy Scripture in order to reveal
Himself to lost mankind through Jesus Christ as Creator and Lord, Redeemer and Judge. Holy
Scripture is God's witness to Himself (2 Samuel 7:28; John 1:18; 2 Timothy 3:16).

Holy Scripture, being God's own Word, written by men prepared and superintended by His
Spirit, is of infallible divine authority in all matters upon which it touches; it is to be believed, as
God's instruction, in all that it affirms; obeyed, as God's command, in all that it requires;
embraced, as God's pledge, in all that it promises (2 Peter 1:19-20; John 17:17; James
1:22-25).

The Holy Spirit, Scripture's divine Author, both authenticates it to us by His inward witness and
opens our minds to understand its meaning (2 Peter 1:19-20; 1 Corinthians 2:12-15; John
14:25-26).

Being wholly and verbally God-given, Scripture is without error or fault in all its teaching, no less
in what it states about God's acts in creation, about the events of world history, and about its
own literary origins under God, than in its witness to God's saving grace in individual lives. The
authority of Scripture is inescapably impaired if this total divine inerrancy is in any way limited or
disregarded, or made relative to a view contrary to the Bible's own. Such lapses bring serious
loss to both the individual and the church.

SECTION 2--The Godhead

We believe in one God eternally existing in three equal persons--The Father, The Son, and The
Holy Spirit, who have the same nature and attributes but who are distinct in office and role
(Matthew 28:19; 2 Corinthians 13:14).

SECTION 3--The Father

God the Father is the first person of the Trinity. He orders and disposes all things according to
His own purpose and grace (Psalms 145:8-9; 1 Corinthians 8:6). As the absolute and highest
ruler in the universe, He is sovereign in creation, providence and redemption (Psalms 103:19;
Job 1:6; Romans 11:33). He has decreed for His own glory all things that come to pass, and
continually upholds, directs, and governs all creatures and events (1 Chronicles 29:11). This He
does so is in no way to be the author of sin (John 8:38-44), nor to abridge the accountability of
moral, intelligent creatures (1 Peter 1:17). He has graciously chosen from all eternity those
whom He would have as His own (Ephesians 1:3-6); He saves from sin all who come to Him
through Jesus Christ, and He relates Himself to His own as their father (Luke 3:38; John
1:12,18; Hebrews 12:5-9).

SECTION 4--The Son

We believe that the Lord Jesus Christ, the eternal Son of God, became man, without ceasing to
be God, having been conceived of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary, in order that He
might reveal God and redeem sinful man. We believe that He accomplished our redemption
through His death on the cross as our substitutionary sacrifice. We believe that our redemption
and salvation is guaranteed by His literal, physical resurrection from the dead (John 1:1,14,18;
Luke 1:35; Romans 3:24-26; 4:25).
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We believe that the Lord Jesus Christ is now in heaven, exalted to the right hand of God, where
as High Priest He fulfills the ministry of intercession and advocacy for His people (Hebrews 1:3;
3:1; 7:23-25; 1 John 2:1-2).

SECTION 5--The Holy Spirit

We believe that God the Holy Spirit is a person who restrains evil in the world and convicts men
of sin. He also regenerates those who receive Jesus Christ as Savior. The Spirit baptizes
him/her into the body of Christ. The Spirit permanently indwells each believer. The Spirit seals
him/her unto the Day of Redemption. The Spirit bestows spiritual gifts to each believer. The
Spirit fills those who yield to Him in obedience and transforms them into Christ's likeness. (John
3:8; 14:16-17; 16:7-11; 1 Corinthians 12:4-11,13; Ephesians 4:30; 5:18; 2 Corinthians 3:18).

SECTION 6--Angels: fallen and unfallen

We believe that angels are spiritual beings who were created as sinless personalities and that
they occupy different orders and ranks. They presently exist in both fallen and unfallen states,
the former including Satan and his angels (Hebrews 1:13-14; 2 Peter 2:4; Revelation 7:12).

We believe that Satan, by his own choice is the enemy of God and of the people of God, is the
originator of sin. That he led our first parents into sin and now rules as the god of this world. We
believe that he was judged at the cross and that ultimately he will be cast into the Lake of Fire
(Isaiah 14:12-14; Genesis 3:1-19; Hebrews 2:14; Revelation 20:10)

SECTION 7--Creation

We believe all things in heaven and earth were created by God and exist by his power (Genesis
1:1; Colossians 1:16-17).

We believe that man was created innocent and in the image and likeness of God, but that he
sinned bringing both physical and spiritual death to himself and his posterity. We believe that
man has inherited a sinful nature, is alienated from God, and is in need of salvation (Genesis
1:27; 2:17; 3:19; Ephesians 2:1-3).

SECTION 8--Salvation

We believe that salvation is a gift of God and is received by man through personal faith in Jesus
Christ and His sacrifice for sin. We believe that man is justified by grace through faith apart from
works (Acts 13:38-39; Romans 6:23; Ephesians 2:8-10). We believe that all true believers, once
saved, are kept secure in Christ forever (Romans 8:1,38-39; John 10:27-30).

SECTION 9--Sanctification

We believe that sanctification, which is a setting apart unto God, is positional, progressive, and
ultimate. Positionally it is already complete since the believer is "in Christ" and is set apart unto
God as Christ is set apart unto God. Since he retains his sinful nature, however, there is need
for progressive sanctification whereby the Christian grows in grace as he cooperates with the
Holy Spirit. Ultimately, the child of God will be set apart from sin in his practice as he is now in
his position in Christ when he is taken to be with Christ and shall be like Him (John 17:17; 2
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Corinthians 3:18; Ephesians 5:25- 27; 1 Thessalonians 5:23; Hebrews 10:10,14).

SECTION 10--The Church

We believe that the church, the Body and Bride of Christ, is a spiritual organism, made up of all
regenerate persons of this present age. We believe that the church began at Pentecost (Acts 2)
and that a believer is placed into the church by the baptizing work of the Holy Spirit. We believe
that the church is distinct from Israel (Ephesians 1:22-23; 5:25-27; 1 Corinthians 10:32; 12:13).

We believe that the local church is an assembly of professed believers in Jesus Christ who are
voluntarily joined together in one locality for the purposes of worship, instruction of God's Word,
observance of the ordinances of Christian fellowship, and to be equipped for Christian service
(Acts 2:43-47; 1 Corinthians 1:1-2; Ephesians 4:11- 13).

SECTION 11--The Ordinances of Baptism and the Lord's Supper

We believe that Christ instituted the ordinances of water baptism and the Lord's Supper which
are to be observed by believers only until He returns (Matthew 28:18-20; 1 Corinthians
11:23-26).

We believe that by water baptism a believer is publicly obeying Christ's command by identifying
with Him in His death, burial, and resurrection symbolized by immersion of water baptism. We
believe that infants may be dedicated to the Lord but not baptized.

We believe that the Lord's Supper is a memorial of Christ's death, the elements being symbols
of His body (bread) and His blood (cup). We believe that every Christian has a right to partake
of the elements of the Lord's Supper but that participation should always be preceded by
solemn self-examination (1 Corinthians 11:23-34).

SECTION 12--Future Events

We believe in the personal, visible return of Jesus Christ to judge the world in righteousness
and assign to each his eternal award; of the believer to everlasting blessedness and joy with the
Lord; of the unbeliever to judgment and everlasting conscious punishment (1 Thessalonians
4:13-18; Matthew 24:15-31; Revelation 20:1-6, 11-15).

SECTION 13--On Marriage (Holy Matrimony) and Sexuality and Gender

We believe that God wonderfully and immutably creates each person, from the moment of
conception, as male or female (Psalm 139:13-16; Mark 10:6) and that each person remains as
originally created by God, regardless of any attempt or effort to change, alter or identify with
another gender. The condition of being male or female is determined by that person’s
chromosomes and is identified at birth by that person’s anatomy. The rejection of one’s
biological sex is a rejection of the image of God within that person (Psalm 139:5,13).

We believe that the term “marriage” has only one meaning: the uniting of one male and one
female in a single, exclusive union, as delineated in Scripture (Genesis 2:18-25; Mark 10:5-9).

We believe that God intends sexual intimacy to occur only between one male and one female
who are married exclusively to each other at the time in which the sexual intimacy occurs. (I
Corinthians 6:8; 7:2-5; Hebrews 13:4).



Triangle Community Church - Statement of Faith 6

We believe that God has commanded that no intimate sexual activity be engaged in outside of a
marriage between one male and one female. Furthermore, since we believe that weddings are
Christian worship services, any person wishing to utilize TCC property for a wedding shall also
comply with TCC’s Facility Use Policy.

We believe that any form of sexual immorality (including, but not limited to, adultery, fornication,
homosexual behavior and conduct, bisexual behavior and conduct, bestiality, incest,
transgenderism, transsexuality, and use of pornography) is destructive to human beings and
sinful and offensive to God (Matthew 15:18-20; Romans 1:18-32; | Corinthians 6:9-10).

We believe that adhering to these truths acknowledges God's sovereignty over his creation,
recognizes his wisdom over human relationships, affirms the dignity of every individual,
contributes to the stability of the family, and helps avoid the destructive effects of sexual sin.
(Rom. 1:18-32; Corinthians 6:18). That is why both our church and our culture desperately need
to be embrace these truths, and why Christians must defend biblical truth (2 Timothy 4:2-5).

We believe that God offers forgiveness, redemption and restoration to all who repent and place
their trust in Christ as their Savior (Acts 3:19-21: Romans 10:9-10; | Corinthians 6:9-11). Those
who struggle with sexual immorality, sexual orientation, or gender identity need God’s grace and
our compassion, kindness, and understanding (Mark 12:28-31; Luke 6:31-36). We all stumble in
many ways (James 3:2). Our common struggle with temptation and sin reminds us that we all
need one another's encouragement to avoid sin. (Galatians 6:1-3; James 5:19-20). There is no
place for self-righteousness or mean-spiritedness in the church of Jesus Christ (Luke 18:9, Eph.
5:25-32).

We believe that in order to preserve the function and integrity of TCC as the local Body of
Christ, as well as to provide a biblical role model to TCC members and the community, it is
imperative that all persons employed by TCC in any capacity, as well as volunteer leaders who
have shepherding responsibilities, agree to, attest and abide by this Statement on Marriage,
Sexual Purity, Sexual Orientation and Gender (Matthew 5:16; Philippians 2:14-16; |
Thessalonians 5:21-22).

SECTION 14: Statement on the Sanctity of Human Life

We believe that all human life is sacred and created by God in His image (Genesis 1:26-28).
Human life is of inestimable worth in all its dimensions, including pre-born babies, the young,
the elderly, the physically and/or mentally challenged, and every other stage or condition from
conception through death. We are, therefore, called to defend, protect and value all human life
from the moment of conception through natural death (Psalm 139).

SECTION 15: Final Authority for Matters of Belief and Conduct

The Statement of Faith, including all Sections referenced and contained herein, does not
exhaust the extent of our beliefs; however, it does accurately reflect certain deeply-held,
religious beliefs and core tenets that we seek to exclusively encourage, support and display
among the Body of Christ and to the local community. The Bible, itself, as the inspired and
infallible Word of God that speaks with final authority concerning truth, morality and the proper
conduct of all mankind, is the sole and final source of all that we believe. For the purposes of
TCC'’s doctrine, discipline, faith, mission, practice and policy, our Elders are TCC'’s final
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interpretive authority on the Bible’s meaning and application as it pertains to TCC carrying out
these and other-related matters.



