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Application=Challenge

Neutrality toward Jesus is a myth; to fail to trust him is to reject him (John 3:16-18).
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' Talk together about the glory of God’s kingdom. —Psalm 145:11
Love the Lord your God and walk in all his ways. —Joshua 22:5
Questions for Reflection
What from Sunday’s message interested you? ...made sense to you? ...confused you?

...intrigued you?  ...upsetyou? ...encouraged you? ...and why?

Do you tend toward decisiveness or indecisiveness—and why?
Describe a time when your natural tendency saved you—and when it got you in trouble!

Read Luke 11:14-16. Not everybody responded in faith to Jesus' miracle—but nobody denied it!
What does that suggest to you?

Which response would you likely have had? Why that response?

Read Luke 11:14-26. One miracle (v. 14), three responses. What are they?

[1] (v. 14)
[2] (v. 15)
[3] (v. 16)

Yet according to v. 23, there really are only two responses:

[1] those who are with Jesus, those who do gather with him

[2] those who are against Jesus, those who do not gather with him.

What does Jesus say happens to those who are against him, those who refuse to gather with him?

The Greek word translated as "scattered" means to be
"overwhelmingly defeated and terror-stricken".
What do you think it would be like

to be "scattered" for all eternity? NeFeor ree hope and help, write to:

counseling@tcc-org

If you love the world, you are hostile toward God. Stop living a life of compromise (James 4:4-8).

Take One Step: \What is one small, concrete step of obedience you will put into practice this week?

N



Sermon Summary

The Bible is clear that we are involved in a great spiritual battle and therefore we need to put on our spiritual
armor (Ephesians 6:11-13). Spiritual warfare is real, and Jesus frequently found himself confronting demonic
forces. In Luke 11, Jesus uses an encounter with demonic forces to drive home the importance of making a
conscious spiritual commitment to God: “And He was casting out a demon, and it was mute; when the demon
had gone out, the mute man spoke; and the crowds were amazed” (v. 14). By this time in his ministry, Jesus
was no longer laboring in obscurity. Word of his miracle-working power had spread throughout the land.
Everyone had an opinion about him. Some liked him, some hated him; no one was neutral.

Many who lived in Jesus’ day saw miracles of a profound order, yet they remained in unbelief. In verses 15
and 16, we see two responses which fell short of faith. “But some of them said, ‘He casts out demons by
Beelzebub, the ruler of the demons.’ Others, to test Him, were demanding of Him a sign from heaven.” Some
were hostile, accusing Jesus of being in league with Satan himself. Others were impressed, but remained
noncommittal. Some were hoping for another sign, another miracle.

The crowd understood that an exorcism had taken place. There was no question in anyone’s mind about
that. Only one question remained. Where did the power come from to perform this miracle? From Satan or
from God? Using irresistible logic, Jesus seeks to lead these skeptics to the truth. He does so by examining
the accusation that Satan lay behind his miracle working power (vv. 17-20). First, Jesus argues that such
a conclusion is illogical. Why would Satan undermine his own kingdom? Why would he work contrary to his
own interests? The answer is obvious. He wouldn’t. Second, Jesus charges that such a conclusion is self-
incriminating. Jesus says to the crowd, “Listen, if demons are cast out by Satan, then by whose power are
your religious leaders casting them out? By condemning me, you condemn them. In effect, you are claiming
that they, too, are in league with Satan.” Third, Jesus argues that their accusation is really an admission
that Jesus has power over Satan (vv. 21-22). Here Jesus is comparing Satan to a powerful, well-armed
man guarding his home. By casting out the demon, Jesus demonstrated his power over Satan. He invaded
Satan’s territory, and set this mute man free.

Satan is no match for God. They are not equivalent beings. They are not dual deities, one representing good
and the other evil. Satan is a created being, a fallen angel, fully subject to God’s power and authority. He can
do nothing that God does not permit. He cannot act outside of God’s sovereignty. Having demonstrated the
absurdity of the claim that he was in league with Satan, Jesus presses for a personal commitment: “He who
is not with Me is against Me; and he who does not gather with Me, scatters” (v. 23). In other words, when it
comes to Jesus, you cannot be neutral. He demands that you take a side. You are either for him or against him.
In Jesus’ mind, to be neutral is to be against him. Think of it this way. Someone breaks into your house and
grabs your child, intent on killing him. You have two choices. Either you help or you don’t help. You are either for
the intruder or you are against him. There is no neutral position. To be neutral results in the death of your child.

Whether you realize it or not, we are engaged in spiritual warfare. Satan, the god of this world, wants to hold
men’s souls captive. And they are, until we look to Jesus in faith. Which side are you on? If you are not for
him, you have already cast a vote for the other side. Jesus concludes his teaching with a warning to those
who have tasted of God’s power but have not followed up with a commitment of faith. His warning was
especially appropriate for the formerly mute man he had just set free (vv. 24-26).

Jesus is describing a person who, despite having experienced a miracle of God’s grace, in this case an
exorcism, refuses to make a faith commitment. He is unwilling to trust Jesus Christ as his Savior, and thus
refuses to allow God to become Lord of his dwelling. He is grateful for the deliverance; he appreciates God’s
good gifts; he just doesn’t want God! It is business as usual. In this passage, Jesus warns us of the folly of
making such a terrible mistake. What was the result? The expelled demon would eventually return with seven
more demons, each more evil than himself, and the last state of this man was worse than the first.

To taste of the things of God, to seek his help and to receive it, only to sink back into a state of spiritual apathy,
is to invite spiritual disaster. In the spiritual battle in which we find ourselves engaged, we simply cannot
remain neutral. We must choose sides.



Digging Deeper in Your Daily Quiet Time

Jesus taught that a variety of things can come between us and Him—and we must choose Him.

Monday— Read Matthew 13:44-46
* What does this parable teach about the value of God’s kingdom versus money?
+ What have you used money for that had value in God’s eyes but seemed foolish to your friends?

+  What evidence is there that belonging to God outweighs everything else in your life?

Tuesday—Read Luke 8:4-15

* How many soils does Jesus describe? How many of them are fruitful? What does that suggest to you?
* Inv. 11-15 Jesus shows how four types of people respond to the Word of God. Which are you?

* Inv. 14, Jesus lists three things which “choke out the Word of God”: worries, riches, and pleasures.

Which of those are sin? What does that suggest to you?

Wednesday—Read Luke 19:1-10
» List all the ways you’re similar to Zaccheus.

+ List all the ways you differ from him.

Thursday—Read Luke 16:1-15
« What heart attitude prevented the Pharisees from understanding Jesus’s parable?

* How can you “diligently watch over your heart” (Proverbs 4:23) in this area?

Friday—Read Matthew 625-34
* What reassurances does Jesus give about our physical needs?

+ What do you think it will take to really believe these promises?

Saturday—Read Ecclesiastes 5:10-17
« List all the truths about wealth and possession which you can learn from this passage.

* Which of these truths have you experienced personally?



