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Talk together about the glory of God’s kingdom. —Psalm 145:11
' Love the Lord your God and walk in all his ways. —Joshua 22:5

Questions for Reflection
Pastor Doug agrees with A.W. Tozer that “What comes into our minds when we think about God is
the most important thing about us.” Identify two to three unbiblical views of God in society today.

Tell about a view of God you once held but purposefully changed because of biblical teaching.

Read Psalm 119:45. The second line begins with the word "for", so it explains why first line is true.
But most people think that the way to freedom is to have no rules. What do you think—and why?

Most people equate idols with statues, but Pastor Doug identified some common "idols of the heart"
such as pleasure, love, comfort, security, control, approval, freedom, peace, respect, and success.
Which two or three of those have the strongest grip on your heart?

Read Luke 22:41-44. What two competing desires did Jesus have at that point?
Which desire "won"? What would have happened if Jesus would have let his other desire prevail?
Read Hebrews 4:14-16. How does this passage relate to your struggles with "idolatry of the heart"?

What is commanded in v. 16?7 How do we do that?

If you have allowed anything other than God to sit on the throne of your life
| invite you, | urge you, to repent of that lesser god. Invite Jesus to be Lord

of your life, and get off the path of foolishness and onto the path of wisdom.
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Interests are directed by self, Self is yielding to Christ
resulting in discord, frustration
Interests are directed by Christ,
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Take One Step: What is one small, concrete step of obedience you will put into practice this week?
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Sermon Summary

How do you think about God? What is He really like? What does he really want from us and for us?
The best way to gain insight into these questions is by being a student of the Scriptures, through which
God has chosen to reveal himself. Proverbs 4:11-12 says, “| have directed you in the way of wisdom;
| have led you in upright paths. When you walk, your steps will not be impeded; And if you run, you
will not stumble.” When you walk in wisdom, you can avoid all kinds of obstacles and detours that are
common features of the path of folly. There is a beautiful freedom that comes when you choose wisdom
(Psalm 119:32).

Life is not found in ignoring the limitations that God places on us, it is found in embracing them! He
gives us rules and limits for our benefit. He is not trying to take something away, he is trying to give
us something positive. Freedom and true joy in life are found in surrendering to God not in running
from Him. Both David and Solomon talk about this idea that the words of God are the source of life
(Proverbs 4:12-13). David says “God’s words” are like honey. They are sweet to the taste, and when
you walk in them, a whole new world opens up. A life of peace, purpose and wisdom.

Solomon goes on to say in verse 14, “Do not enter the path of the wicked and do not proceed in the way
of evil men.” In other words, we have options. We can always go the way of the fool. We can always
reject wisdom. But please don’t do it! Don’t go that way! There is a wholeness that comes when we are
obedient to the Word of God. The benefits aren’t just in eternity, they are for the here and now (v. 22).
You begin to discover this beautiful kind of life as you live in rhythm with God. Your heart has everything
to do with whether you are wise or foolish. People always want to know, “How do | change? A lot of
things have gone awry in my life. I've got to make some changes.”

We need to ask ourselves some penetrating questions: What has my heart become attached to?
What do | really want?

What do | base my sense of worth upon?
If | don’t get , | am miserable.
Your answers may include things

like acceptance, success, love, and so on.
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These things aren’t bad in and of themselves, but when we value them more than we value pleasing
God, they become idols. The problem is not that we want these things, the problem is that we want
them too much. They become our goal, our hope, our purpose—and we’ll do almost anything to get
them. Truth be told, we base our sense of worth upon attaining them. Our need for worth is so powerful,
that whatever we base our identity on, whatever we feel like we must have, we essentially “deify.” It
becomes our god.

What has your heart fallen in love with? What do you base your worth upon? Because the answer to
those questions has everything to do with the path you will choose to walk down in life. Breaking free
from our idols, whatever they are, is a three-step process: First, we must recognize that thing that “we
want too much” is as an idol. Second, we must repent of our idolatry. Third, we must return to God as
the sole object of our worship, identity, and worth. If anything besides God ends up on the throne of our
hearts, we end up destined for the path of the fool. And we’ll never experience what we really want in
life: joy, satisfaction, and a sense of peace.

Christianity is different from other religions. It doesn’t say that “desire” is bad or that longing for something
is bad. It just calls us to examine the object of our desire. We tend to settle for far less than what God
has designed us for. Becoming a Christian is essentially saying, “God, of all the things out there that
| could attach my heart to, | see You as the most beautiful option. Only you are worthy of my worship
and devotion.”



! (.s With whom will I share what I learned from this text?

Digging Deeper in Your Daily Quiet Time
"Five Question Bible Study"” (see page below) is a simple way to study any passage.
We can use it to learn the wisdom of seeking God above all else...
Monday— Psalm 103:1-5

Wednesday— Psalm 103:15-18 : "Five Question Bible Study"?
e-mail: Dan.C o A
Thursday— Psalm 103:19-22 = an-Clement.TCC@gmail.com <~

- A
Friday— Proverbs 3:1-8 ‘w

Saturday— In preparation for worshipping your risen Lord
tomorrow with your church family, meditate on John 18:38.

[ Bible Text: Date: j

What idea particularly strikes me from this text? [Note in which verse(s) is it found.]

@ What question does this text raise in my mind—and how would this text answer it?

R @ What about Jesus Christ—his character and/or his redemption—relates to this text?

@ What action must I take as a result of this text? Be concrete and specific.




