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P Talk together about the glory of God’s kingdom. —Psalm 145:11

&S?é Love the Lord your God and walk in all his ways. —Joshua 22:5

=) ¢ Questions for Reflection and Discussion

=

Read Philippians 2:15. On a scale of 1-10, how well do you think Christians are doing in this respect?
For you personally, what for you are the main impediments and facilitators to holy living?

God instructs us to "fix our hope completely on the grace to be brought to us at Christ's return" (v. 13).
How often do you think about heaven? O daily O weekly O monthly Q rarely
To what degree is your hope anchored in heaven? O completely O partially O minimally
Why do you think that is? What do you think we can do to increase our anticipation of heaven?
Peter calls us to "conduct ourselves with fear during the time of our stay on earth" (v. 17).

Have you ever heard someone say (or, have you yourself said), "We should love God, not fear him!"?

What do you think about that idea?

Read 1 Peter 1:8. Peter's audience do love God—but they need to be told to fear him too.
Why do you think that is?

Read Proverbs 22:4-5. What is the "fear of the Lord"
connected to in v. 4 and contrasted with in v. 5"?

Are you living & pure life?

A biblical counselor can help:

How are you "guarding" yourself (v. 5)? counseling@tcc.org

Application=Challenge

* “Prepare you minds for action”, paying close attention to what you look at and listen to.
* Give greater thought to the consequences of your sin than to its pleasures.

* Begin each day by renewing your sense of reverence for God.

» Take some time to focus on what Jesus has done for you; begin with 1 Peter 1:18-21.

Take One Step: What is one small, concrete step of obedience you will put into practice this week?
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Sermon Summary

How can Christians remain pure in an impure world? Some would say that we should withdraw from
the world, lest it rub off on us. But Philippians 2:15 and John 17:14-15 offer a different tactic. Notice
those words, "in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation." When we use the word "world" in
a theological sense, we are thinking of the mind-set and morality of those who don't know God (1 John
2:15-17). This world system is manipulated by the Satan to achieve his wicked ends (1 John 5:19).
Much of it is cultured, refined, and intellectual—but it is anti-God and anti-Christ. The world motivates
us by appealing to our pride, and this provides us the perfect background for our study of 1 Peter.
Unless we understand how strong and how subtle the world's influence really is, we won't understand
the passion behind Peter's words in v. 13-16. This is no time to be passive in our spiritual lives. This
is a time for decisive action!

The key to resisting the world's seductive pull is for us to consistently fix our hope on the grace that
will be ours when Jesus returns. "Fix your hope" (v. 13) is something that we are commanded to do as
resident aliens. “Preparing our minds for action” and “keeping sober in spirit” describe what we should
expect to see from someone who has "fixed their hope" on the reward Jesus will bring us when he
returns. According to v. 14, we are not to live as we used to because we are not the people we used
to be. Verse 15 is a command, not a suggestion. We are to be consecrated exclusively to God. No
more flirting with the world; no more dating. We are to be holy as God is because God is the standard
against which all behavior is measured. Holiness should mark us as members of his family (v. 17).
If we are going to address God as Father, then we should conduct ourselves on earth in such a way
that reflects our reverence for Him as our Father. One day God will impartially judge our works at the
Judgment Seat of Christ (1 Corinthians 3:11-15 and 9:23-27; Romans 14:12; 2 Corinthians 5:10).

With the temptations of the world being so great, how do we run the Christian race in such a way that we
not be disqualified and forfeit our reward? The solution is personal discipline, of body and of mind (v. 18-
21). Christ delivered us from a "futile way of life", not with gold or silver, but with his own precious blood
(vv. 18-19). God knew that we were trapped in this futile pursuit from which we could not extract ourselves.
When it comes to entering into a relationship with God, self-confidence is a tragic mistake. Believing that
you are good enough, or moral enough, or important enough to earn God's favor is simply a lie!

Furthermore, in God's kingdom, suffering precedes glory (v. 21). It was true for Jesus, and it's true
for us. And when we do suffer, we should follow Jesus' example by trusting God in the midst of that
sufferings (1 Peter 2:21). And, as we’ve seen, in order to do that we need to fix our hope completely on
the grace to be brought to us when Christ returns. Until he returns, we are to live holy, set apart lives
that will displayed in our behavior, conducting ourselves with fear/reverence.

Talking To God About This Week’s Message

“Heavenly Father, today | want to be a ‘doer’ of the Word, and not just a ‘hearer’. Amen.”

Talking To Others About This Week’s Message

If a neighbor or friend at work asked you, “What kind of stuff do they talk about at your church?”,
how would you summarize the most important elements of this week’s sermon and the key lessons
you intend to apply to your life? Can you explain it in plain language anyone could understand?




Digging Deeper in Your Daily Quiet Time

"Five Question Bible Study” (see page below) is a simple way to study any passage.
Let's use it learn about purity in the Christian life...

Monday— 1 Corinthians 6:13-18

Tuesday— Colossians 3:1-5

Wednesday— Matthew 5:8 and Philippians 4:8
Thursday— Philippians 2:14-15

Friday— 1 Thessalonians 4:3-5

Saturday— In preparation for worshipping your risen Lord
tomorrow with your church family, study 1 Peter 1:22—2:3

[ Bible Text: Date: j

What idea particularly strikes me from this text? [Note in which verse(s) is it found.]

@ What question does this text raise in my mind—and how would this text answer it?

L @ What about Jesus Christ—his character and/or his redemption—relates to this text?

@ What action must I take as a result of this text? Be concrete and specific.

L With whom will T share what I learned from this text? '



