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Read Exodus 1. Putyourselfin the Jews' shoes...or, sandals. Describe your emotions and thoughts.
What percentage of Jews do you imagine obeyed Pharaoh's command (v. 22)? What would you do?
Read Hebrews 11:23. Everybody thinks their baby is beautiful—what set Moses' parents apart?

Would you have been unafraid of the kings edict? Why or why not? What would you do?

+ Pastor Doug noted that we have to answer the questions, "Who am 1?7 With whom will | identify?"
. Tell us about a time when your identity as a Christian determined the way you behaved in a situation.

* Write a "purpose statement” for your life. What issues must—and must not—shape your purpose?

* In this hostile world, living as a child of God will cost us. What price have you paid for your faith?

Read Hebrews 10:32-39. Are you afraid of what it may cost you to continue to represent Christ?

» Pastor Doug noted that "faith is not just something we think or feel—it is an action that we take."
What action will you take as a result of this study of the life of Moses? %

Take One Step: What is one small, concrete step of obedience you will put into practice this week?

Ayoplicaien=Chalenee

To prepare for when God calls you to make a costly choice, answer these questions:
« "Who am I?" . !
« "Why am | here—what am I living for?" f J
« "What price am I willing to pay?"



SEMMNEN SUTINERY ey ledk Hebrems 11:29-27

Today we are beginning a new series on an individual who has impacted all of us—Moses. He hand-delivered
the Ten Commandments, wrote the first five books of the Bible, and emancipated the Jewish people from
slavery! Despite all that he accomplished, Moses was far from perfect. He had faults and failures just like you
and me. We trace Moses’ story back to a man named Abraham. Abraham was called by God to leave home
without knowing what came next. God told him that he would be the Father of a great nation. He trusted
God, and God fulfilled his promise. Fast forward through his son Isaac, grandson Jacob, and great grandson
Joseph and his famous multi-colored coat. His jealous brothers sold him into slavery, and ultimately prison, in
Egypt. But the Lord was with Joseph, and he ended up becoming second in command in Egypt—and saving
his whole extended family (and the nation of Egypt) from famine. Fast forward 400 years, and Joseph’s family
of 70 had become almost three million. Egyptian officials feared that the Hebrews might become too strong,
and decided that every newborn Hebrew boy should be drowned in the Nile. Moses was one of those boys.

Faith is not just something that you think or feel—faith is an action that you take, and Moses' parents
responded in faith to this threat (Hebrews 11:23-27). For his first few months, they hid Moses at home.
When they needed a new plan, they water-proofed basket and floated him down the Nile, where they
knew Pharaoh's daughter came and bathed every day. Moses’ older sister, Miriam, watched, and when
Pharaoh’s daughter found him, Miriam offered to find someone to care for the baby—Moses’ own mother!
Moses’ story shows that we don't have to surrender our children to a God-rejecting world. (That's why we
offer parenting workshops, suggest good books, and connect you with mentors.) Parenting is a journey,
from being in complete control to being consultants to our young adults. We do this through God’s Word
(John 17:14-17). God's plan is that Christian homes be a safe haven in the midst of this world’s chaos.

Back to Moses: he is being raised in Pharaoh's household, but learning about his Jewish heritage—from
his own mom. There comes a time in all of our lives when we have to begin making our own choices
(Hebrews 11:23-27). No matter our up-bringing, each of us makes choices; we each are as close to God as
we really want to be. Moses—and we—have to answer the question of identity (v. 24): "Who am 1?
With what tribe will | identify, and how will that decision impact my life?” Moses began to see himself as the
child of the living Most High God, for whom, nothing is impossible! And that changed everything! We also
have to answer the question of purpose (v. 26). Why was Moses able to let go of the treasures of
Egypt? Because he had a higher purpose and calling (v. 27). He wanted God to smile upon his life. Your
vision of what you want changes your values and priorities. At TCC, our purpose is to transform ordinary
people into extraordinary followers of Jesus Christ, and that sets our values and priorities. It is possible
for a church to be busy—but ineffective at fulfilling its purpose. Moses rejected popularity, pleasure, and
possessions—the same temptations that we face. Sin does bring pleasure— but it doesn’t last. We reap
what we sow. Moses chose his own people over the pleasure of sin because he understood its pleasure
was. He also understood that the pursuit of sinful pleasure did not align with the purpose for which God
designed him. Moses chose God's peace over possessions (v. 26). Moses rejected worldly popularity,
worldly pleasure and worldly possessions, and all of that was determined by his vision, which determined
his values, which determined his priorities. Finally, Moses answered the question of cost —the
question of "how far | am willing to go to live out my purpose?" (V. 27). On this question, Moses had a false
start (more on that next week!)—but what was it that inspired him to give it another try? Moses desired the
approval of the living but invisible God more than he feared the wrath of some earthly king.

Someday you too may be called upon by God to make a costly choice. To prepare for that moment, we must
answer: [1] Who am 1? [2] Why am | here? What am | living for?, and [3] "What price am | willing to pay?"

Talking To Others About This Week’s Message

If a neighbor or friend at work asked you, “What kind of stuff do they talk about at your church?”,
how would you summarize the most important elements of this week’s sermon and the key lessons
you intend to apply to your life? Can you explain it in plain language anyone could understand?



Digging Deeper in Your Daily Quiet Time

"Five Question Bible Study” (see page below) is a simple way to study any passage.
We can use it to explore choosing our spiritual family...

Monday—Mark 3:20-21 ) n
Tuesday—Mark 3:31-35 - Need blank copies for doing Morg -

"Five Question Bj
- e v ible Study"?
Wednesday—Matthew 12:46-50 e-mall. Dan.Clement.TCC@gmachom “

Thursday— Luke 8:19-21 - —— | r‘

Friday— John 15:14 & Luke 12:4-5, 31-32

Saturday—In preparation for worshipping your risen Lord
tomorrow with your church family, study Exodus 3:1-14

[ Bible Text: Date: j

What idea particularly strikes me from this text? [Note in which verse(s) is it found.]

@ What question does this text raise in my mind—and how would this text answer it?

L @ What about Jesus Christ—his character and/or his redemption—relates to this text?

@ What action must I take as a result of this text? Be concrete and specific.

With whom will I share what I learned from this text? '



