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Talk together about the glory of God’s kingdom. —Psalm 145:11
Love the Lord your God and walk in all his ways. -Joshua 22:5
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Questions for Community Group Discussion

Review the six observations Pastor Doug made about Jesus (see Sermen Summeary), and then:
1. Jesus is King. What advantages do monarchies have? What dangers do they pose?

Do those dangers exist when the Monarch is Jesus? Why or why not? Explain.

2. Doug noted that Jesus is the source of salvation. What would you say to someone who
doesn't sense any need to be saved? How often do you sense a need to be saved? Why is that?

4. Jesus is the fulfillment of your desires. Really—what if my desires are dark?!

6. Jesus is worthy of trust. Do you have "trust issues"? Who would be willing to tell us about it?

3 & 5. Jesus is the foundational authority and director of life's paths.
Does this sound attractive to you—or just a little threatening?! Why do you say that?

Creating "God Space™: "God Space" is where cynics, skeptics, and spiritually curious people can safely raise their
questions, reservations, and doubts because we have listened well and demonstrated love in practical, authentic ways.

* Think of a friend or family member who needs the Lord, and then ask them these questions:
*  Which of those six observations do you find attractive—and why?
*  Which of those six observations do you find offensive—and why?

«  Could we talk further about this? ' ]
ou fear God's path for yo, lite3
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Jesus Is King of the Universe, so... e
* Let him be your Savior and the foundation of your authority as well.

* Let him direct your life’s path and it will result in the fulfiiment of our heart’s desires.
* Jesus is worthy of your trust. So let's trust him!




Who is this man named Jesus?” SELMO NES UMM a GYEKeyaIext a4 532)

From Mark 1 we learn six important things about his identity.

1. Jesus is King of the Universe (v. 14-15) The very first thing Jesus says is, “The kingdom of God is
at hand.” The kingdom is at hand because the king has come. Jesus constantly talked about the kingdom.
In the Bible, the “kingdom of God” refers to the healing, renewing exercise of God’s ruling power. When God
created and ruled the world, it was a paradise: no death, no war, no crime, no oppression, no suffering, no
disease. Since Genesis 3, people decided to be in charge and everything started falling apart—spiritually,
psychologically, socially and even physically. When we worship and serve ourselves, when God’s ruling power
no longer holds sway over our lives, things fall apart, because we’re going against the grain of the universe.
We’re going against the fabric of reality. When Jesus said “The kingdom of God is at hand”, he meant that God
is about to demonstrate his sovereign rule over those with whom he comes into contact. Healing and wholeness
will return! But the kingdom is “at hand”—it’s not fully here, and here’s the reason why. Jesus came the first time
in weakness, as a suffering servant to bring us grace and mercy. One day in the future, he will return in power
and judgment, and he will put down all evil, and the Kingdom of God will be displayed in it fullness.

2. Jesus is the source of our salvation. Jesus said, “Repent and believe the gospel.”—the “great news
of a historic event”. Jesus is different from every other religious leader. Other religions have "good advice”. The
core message of every other religion is always advice on what you must do. In Christianity, the core message is
what God has done for you! A lot of people mistakenly think that Christianity is just good advice. But the “good
advice” paradigm brings damnation, not salvation!

3. Jesus is the foundation for your authority (v. 21-22). Biblical teachers said, “It is written...” or ““Thus
says the Lord...” But Jesus said, “I say unto you.” Jesus has original authority, not derived authority. Back in
Jesus’ day it was the elders’ job to make sure that whatever was said in the synagogue was true to the Scripture.
The elders would ratify it by saying “amen”, which means, “It is true.” But Jesus began his teaching by saying
“Truly, Truly | say to you...”, and thus he was saying, “I'm not going to let you judge my teaching. You don’t have
that authority. All that | say is true because | speak from God.” We have to believe and obey what Jesus says,
even if it contradicts what your culture or your reason says. If a person says, “| disagree with Jesus when it
comes to same sex marriage or whatever, what they’re really saying is, “l don’t believe Jesus is who he said he
is. He’s not God—he’s a fraud!”

4. Jesus is the fulfilment of our heart’s desires (v. 16-20, 23-26). Jesus insisted on having first
place in peoples’ lives (neither job, family, nor a demon) may have supremacy among Jesus’ followers. Why?
Because whatever has first place in your life—be it wealth, intelligence, beauty, popularity, sex, power—it will
ultimately fail you and crush you. Only Jesus won’t leave you feeling empty. Jesus said: “Where your treasure
is, there your heart is also” (Matthew 6:21). Whatever you treasure most, controls your life.

If you say, “I'd be very happy to obey Jesus as long as... (you fill in the blank) . Whatever is on the other side of
“as long as” is your real god, and eventually it will crush you. If Jesus isn’t lord of all, he’s not lord at all.

5. Jesus is the director of your life’s path. When Jesus called his disciples, he said “Follow me”, not
“Obey me”. Our lives are to center on Jesus. Faithfully following Jesus does not mean you’ll avoid difficulties
(sometimes following Jesus creates difficulties), but in your life (Matthew 5:11-12). Jesus said, “Take up your
cross and follow me.” Suffering has long been the lot of Christ’s followers. It may increasingly become our lot.
But no matter how bad it gets, he is with us and will bring you safely home.

6. Jesus is worthy of your trust. Our culture warns, “Don’t let anyone impose their beliefs on you. You
decide what is right or wrong for you.” We can trust Jesus because he will never ask us to do something that
he hasn’t already done. He also is selfless and tender (v. 31). So say to Jesus today, “I trust you. | give you my
life, for you are my Lord, my Savior, my redeemer, and my King.”



Digging Deeper in Your Daily Quiet Time

Paul said: "Imitate me, as I imitate Christ.” (1 Corinthians 11:1).
Using "Five Question Bible Study" (see page below), study the following passages
(Acts 16-17; Philippians 1; and 2 Corinthians 1, 6, 11-12) and answer these questions:

Monday—-L.ist all of the negative and difficult things that happened to Paul.
Tuesday—How did Paul respond to each negative situation?
Wednesday—Ultimately, who does Paul say caused all these things to happen??
Thursday—In what ways did these difficult things work out for good?
Friday— List ways that God has used difficulties in your life for your good.
Saturday—In preparation for worshipping

your risen Lord with your church family, study Mark 2:1-12.

[ Bible Text: Date: ]

£ What idea particularly strikes me from this text? [Note in which verse(s) it is found.]

@ What question does this text raise in my mind—and how would this text answer it?

S @ What about Jesus Christ—his character and/or his redemption—relates to this text?

@ What action must I take as a result of this text? Be concrete and specific.

With whom will I share what I learned from this text? [and what was their response?] '
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