
“What comes into our minds when we think about God is the most important thing about us.” –Tozer
Really?  Not our up-bringing?  Not our intelligence or education?  Not our wealth or even our health?
Do you know anyone who actually lives as if their view of God is the most important thing?
If so, please tell us about them.

Tell us about someone you know who lives as if their up-bringing, intelligence, education, wealth or 
health is the most important thing about them?  What is it like to be around them?  Do you enjoy them? 

• Pastor Dan noted three major themes about God in the Book of Ephesians (see Sermon SummarySermon Summary):
I.    God is sovereign and all-powerful.  
II.   God is mysterious and unknowable—unless and until he reveals himself. 
III.  God forgives, redeems, and blesses his church.

Which of those themes was most unfamiliar to you?    Why do you think that is?

How do you think your attitudes and actions might change if that truth became more significant to you?

Which of those themes comes to mind most frequently when you think about God?  Why that one?

To what degree do you think that familiarity with that theme may be resulting in reduced awe toward God 
(as they say, "Familiarity breeds contempt! ")? 

How can you develop a more profound understanding of, and appreciation of, that familiar theme?

• Tell about a time when you gave a gift—it may have been monumental or it may have been modest— 
but no gratitude was forthcoming, and that really stung!

Who remembers a time when you were ungrateful for a gift?  Would you tell us about that experience?

How often do you thank God for the spiritual blessings he's given you?
Are you satisfied with the frequency and intensity of your gratitude toward God?  Do you think he is?

(If not, take some time now to read Psalm 103 aloud, stopping to give thanks for the things mentioned.)

Questions for Reflection or DiscussionQuestions for Reflection or Discussion

TalkTalk together about the glory of God’s kingdom.  –Psalm 145:11

Love the Lord your God and walkwalk in all his ways.  –Joshua 22:5
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Every parent knows the joy of giving gifts to our children. It’s nice when they appreciate the gift, but 
love and appreciation for the giver is the ultimate goal of gift-giving.  For the past several weeks Pastor 
Doug has been showing us the gifts God has given us through Christ—but the ultimate purpose of 
God’s generosity is the relational enjoyment that results.  We need to appreciate the Giver more than 
the gifts.  A focus on God becomes even more critical now that we are at a hinge point in Ephesians.  
Chapters 1-3 were all about theological truths.  Chapters 4-6 are all about the practical applications of 
those truths in our lives.  If we lose sight of the Giver what chance do we have in responding obediently 
to him when he starts giving us commands?!  We’ll be like spoiled children—ignoring both the giver and 
his wishes.  As A. W. Tozer famously said: “What comes into our minds when we think about God is the 
most important thing about us.”  It’s more important than even the gifts he’s given us—for the Giver is 
always greater than the gifts he gives.  

Today I want to do nothing other than fill our minds with what the Bible says about our God, the God 
of Ephesians.  From first page to last, the Bible gives us one consistent but mind-blowing view of God.  
Ephesians invites us to be “filled up to all the fullness of God” (3:19)—have you ever thought about 
being “filled up with God”?  So...who is this trinitarian God with whom we can be filled?  I scoured the 
entire book of Ephesians for statements about God and observed three major themes:

I.  God is sovereign and all-powerful.   God is seated in the heavenly places (1:20).  Kings sit.  
Servants stand in the presence of kings, but kings sit on thrones.  God’s throne is in the heavenly 
places—above every earthly king’s throne.  So God is sovereign.  Nobody and no thing compels or 
obligates him to do anything that he doesn’t want to.  He does exactly what he wants to do, and nobody 
stops him.  God recognizes no other authority in the universe.  God is seated in the heavens.  Every 
knee will bow to God.  This is a hugely comforting truth, because the sovereign God happens to be 
our God.  Nothing can happen to you unless our God ordains it.  There is no “fate” or “karma” in God’s 
universe. Our sovereign God does as he pleases; he’s seated in the heavens.  God is able to do far 
more abundantly beyond all we ask or think because he’s all-powerful (3:20).  Everything is effortless to 
our God.  When you combine sovereignty with ability, you get a God who actually does make everything 
go the way he wants; he works all things after the eternal counsel of his will (1:11 & 3:11).  Because our 
God is sovereign and all-powerful, nothing can happen in your life that he hasn’t allowed. Therefore we 
should be filled with confidence and hope.  A God this powerful can take any hardship, any trial, and 
use it to make something good.  He promises to do that for his born-again children.  Are you trusting 
him with the difficulties and disappointments of your life?

II.  God is mysterious and unknowable—unless and until he reveals himself.  Our God is inscrutable 
—and you can’t unscrew the inscrutable!  Ephesians 4:17-18 informs us that the unsaved have futile 
minds, darkened understanding, and even are ignorant of their ignorance!  Their hearts are hard.  Our 
God cannot be put under a microscope, he cannot be “found out” unless and until he reveals himself.  
Our minds are just to dark.  And, our ignorance is moral, not intellectual.  Is God a mystery to you?  
Does he confuse you?  He will—unless and until he reveals himself to you.  God is revealed in the 
pages of Scripture.  Do you believe that?  Do you read the Scriptures?    Do you read them with a 
prior commitment to believe and obey whatever it teaches?   Have you signed over the title to your 
life?  If you have, God turns the light on.  If you haven’t, then God actively hides himself from your 
understanding.  If you want to know God, then he’s going to have to give you a spirit of wisdom and 
revelation in the knowledge of himself (1:2 & 17).  When God becomes your Father, he reveals himself 
to you.  You can’t “smart yourself” into the kingdom of God.  God will remain mysterious, distant and 
unknown unless and until we humble ourselves.  Only God’s true children truly know him.  Do you want 
to know God?  If so, then...
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III.  God forgives, redeems, and blesses his church.  The church is not a club, a “voluntary 
association”.  The church is the gathering of individuals who have been savingly called out from this 
dark world into God’s marvelous light.  We are the ones who are blessed with forgiveness, redemption, 
and blessed with the knowledge of the one true God (1:6-7 & 2:5-8).  God makes us spiritually alive and 
shows us the surpassing riches of is grace and kindness.  God freely—ie, he sovereignly—bestows his 
grace.  Nobody coerces him into doing it.  He gives us grace because he wants to.  And throughout 
eternity the surpassing riches of his grace in kindness toward us will be on display.  He blesses the 
church with his lavish grace—in a way and to a degree that those who reject him do not experience.  
The otherwise unknowable God reveals himself to us, and we are blessed.  That same God who saves 
us, secures us.  He seals us with the Holy Spirit of promise.  God himself—in the person of his Holy 
Spirit—is the pledge of our inheritance.  He is the down-payment that the rest of our salvation will be 
delivered (1:13-18; 2:18; 3:16 & 5:18-26).  And since God himself is the down-payment, if he were to 
renege (which, of course, he cannot do)—we get to keep his down-payment, which is God himself!  
We get God —guaranteed!  This is why our salvation is “to the praise of his glory”.  Limitless power 
guarantees our access to God.  Nothing in heaven, on earth, or in hell can separate us from the love 
of God.  We have unassailable access to God.  

But there’s more!  We don’t just escape hell; God purifies us (5:25-26)!  Sometimes we wonder how 
God might feel about us if he knew the full extent of the wickedness in our hearts.  I assure you—we 
don’t know the half of our sin.  But God knows it all, and he’s committed to removing it all.  Not just the 
guilt of our sin, but the actual presence of sin in our lives.  He is going to present us to himself in the 
white dress of a bride, without spot or wrinkle, holy and blameless.  That’s the rest of our salvation.  
God is never surprised or shocked by our sin. You can bring your sins and temptations to a God like 
that.  Your addictions and anger too.   You can admit your sexual confusion and temptations.  Bring your 
bitterness and discontentment to your God.   He’s for you.  In fact, God is building us into a dwelling 
place for himself (2:19-22)!  God chooses to “settle down in our hearts”; Christ makes our hearts his 
home.  Don’t you long for home?    This world is not our home.  God is our home—and we are his!  
It sounds too good to be true—but it is eternally marvelously true.  The Bible calls it the “good news”.

The God of Ephesians is sovereign and all-powerful.  He’s mysterious and unknowable until he 
revealed himself to us.  He forgives, redeems and blesses us, his church.  We can’t understand all 
this.    We don’t deserve any of it.  But we can praise him for it.

!



Digging Deeper  in  Your  Dai ly  Quiet  TimeDigging Deeper  in  Your  Dai ly  Quiet  Time

Behold your God through this sweeping survey of God’s plan to glorify himself, by glorifying his Son...

From: God’s Zeal for His Own Glory by John Piper
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