
Observation —What do I see?

• Jacob was on a journey (Genesis 29:1), but according to 27:35, 41-46, why was he on that journey?

Given that "back-story", would you expect God to bless him or not?   Explain your reasoning.

• Genesis 29:10-20 tells of his reception at journey's end.  Does it portend prosperity or struggle?

What do we learn from the fact that for seven years it appears that Jacob has escaped all consequences 
of his deception?  Now read Genesis 29:21-30.  Formulate the principle flowing from these passages.

Interpretation—What does it mean?

• From Romans 12:17–21, complete these two sentences:
"Never ____________________________."   and   "Always ____________________________."
 
Which of these positive and negative commands did Jacob or Laban break?

• Look up "vengeance" at Dictionary.com.  What do you learn?

According to Romans 12:19, who must never take their own revenge and who promises to do so?

What is the difference between "your own revenge" and "the wrath of God"?

Application—What do I do with this?

• Why mustn't we take revenge?   Why must God do so?

Think over your own life—do you want God's justice or his mercy—and why?  (See James 2:13!)

• Read Psalm 13.  Make a list of what we should do when we're the recipients of others' evil actions.

Relate this list to the ones you made from Romans 12:17-21.   How are you doing in this respect?
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TalkTalk together about the glory of God’s kingdom.  –Psalm 145:11
Love the Lord your God and walkwalk in all his ways.  –Joshua 22:5
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Sermon Summary    Genesis 29:1-30
I spoke earlier about the law of sowing and reaping, about how we eventually reap what we sow. Well, Jacob’s time to reap 
has come! We are going to see it, up close and personal, in our text today (v. 1-30).  At this point the Biblical narrator tells 
us, the reader, about a local custom Jacob didn’t know about and which was the source of his confusion where he sees all 
these thirsty sheep near the well (v.3). Jacob didn’t know about this custom, nor did he know any of these people. He is a 
stranger, newly arrived in town (v.4).  So when he hears that these people are from Haran, this is really good news. He has 
finally arrived at his destination. But he doesn’t know if his uncle still lives in these parts (v.5-6). Now while God is never 
mentioned in the passage today, it is clear that God is providentially guiding Jacob on this journey. Remember, Jacob is 
trying to find his uncle. These shepherds, whom he just happened to come across, know his uncle. 

In verse 7 we see that although Jacob is unaware of this local watering custom, he is assuming control of the situation. For 
all the criticism we might level at Jacob’s conduct, he was no slacker in his labor ethic (31:6, 38–41). His comment bristles 
with boldness. Three successive verbal imperatives thunder a presumptuous attitude, “water … go … pasture!” The first 
time Jacob became aware of the local watering custom was in v. 8. Apparently, the stone covering the well was very heavy. 
They waited around for all the local shepherds who used this well to gather, so they could get some help lifting the stone. 
Plus, this way, they only had to lift it once.  Then Jacob sees Rachel with his uncle’s sheep (v.9-10). You get the impression 
that Jacob, inspired by Rachel’s beauty, and perhaps wanting to impress her, lifted the stone off the well all by himself and 
began to water her father’s flock. Jacob then introduces himself to Rachel (v. 11-13).

Let me pause here and point out that there are a lot of similarities between this narrative where Jacob and Rachel meet 
and the narrative in Genesis 24 where Abraham’s servant, who has been charged with finding a wife for his son, Isaac, first 
meets Rebecca at a well. I think we are supposed to notice these similarities. Just as God had directed Abraham’s servant to 
Rebecca, so God had directed Jacob to Rachel. Upon learning that Jacob was a close relative, Rachel reacted in the same 
manner Rebekah had years earlier.  She ran and told her household (24:28 and 29:12). That Rachel’s response mimics 
Rebekah’s gives a subtle authentication to Rachel as the mother of future Israel. 

As we read in v. 14-15, apparently, Laban offered Jacob a job. But because Jacob is a relative, the wage thing is a little 
more complicated. He is neither a slave nor a typical hired laborer. At this point, the narrative provides some parenthetical 
information about Laban’s daughters (v. 16–17). Jacob is captivated by Rachel and strikes a deal with Laban—seven years 
of work for the right to marry Rachel (v. 18–19). Jacob was broke so to pay the bride price he had to give “sweat equity”.  The 
story goes into “fast forward”, and within one verse (20), we are seven years along. That’s when the fiasco heats up (v. 20-
25).  Remember how we talked about the law of sowing and reaping? How what goes around comes around? That’s what 
is happening here. Jacob was getting a dose of his own medicine. Jacob, the deceiver, was deceived! Remember, Jacob 
had pretended to be Esau’s older brother, and now Leah pretended to be her younger sister. As Jacob had deceived Isaac 
by taking advantage of his inability to see due to poor eyesight (27:36), so Laban deceived Jacob by taking advantage of his 
inability to see in the dark tent (29:25).  What goes around comes around. 

Laban seeks to justify his actions. He refers to the custom of the firstborn. He hadn’t brought it up before (v.26).  Remember Esau 
was the firstborn, but Jacob wasn’t content with following that custom in his own household. But this time, the custom of the firstborn 
will be honored. No doubt God used this event to awaken Jacob to the pain his own treachery had caused others. I think that this 
painful experience was God’s rebuke of Jacob for deceiving his father to obtain the blessing. It served as another formative event in 
his life.  Laban tells Jacob to finish the “week of this one” and then he will give him Rachel (v. 27-28). The bridal “week” was the week 
of feasting that followed a marriage in that culture (v. 27; Judges 14:12, 17). Seven days after Jacob consummated his marriage 
to Leah, Laban agreed to give Rachel to him as his wife (v.29-30).  But this deal would require seven more years of “sweat equity”. 

What is relevant is the fact that Jacob loved Rachel more than he loved Leah. Jacob was behaving just as his parents had. 
Just as they favored one son above the other, so Jacob favored one of his wives above the other. In both cases, serious 
family problems followed. Such preferential love is the soil in which sibling jealousy grows (29:31, 33; 30:1, 15).  The Mosaic 
Law later prohibited a man from marrying two sisters at the same time (Leviticus 18:18). The ideal is stated in Genesis 2:24. 
Jacob wanted Rachel to be his wife, but God intended him to marry Leah.

Lessons from today’s passage:

1.  God providentially leads his people  (Proverbs 16:9).

2.  While God incorporates human sin into his providence, He does not approve of it. God sovereignly works all things 
     together, evil and good, to bring about His purposes in the world. He is not thwarted by sin. He works despite it.

3.  Despite our sin, God is gracious and faithful to His promises, but in the process, He will lovingly discipline His children 
     (Hebrews 12:5–9).  Divine discipline is a sign of God’s love for us.

4.  Avoid showing favoritism in your family. Favoritism leads to rivalry and jealousy and all sorts of bad things.

5.  Treat people fairly. Don’t take advantage of them.  My point is this: Treat people the way you want to be treated. 
      Treat them fairly. Pay them fairly. Don’t mislead them. If you do, guess what? What goes around tends to come around. 
      It’s the law of sowing and reaping.



Digging Deeper in Your Daily Quiet Time

The Bible says, "What goes around, comes around!" (aka: The Law of Sowing and Reaping).
Let's use the "Five Question Bible Study" method to see this principle in practice...

Monday— Study Galatians 6:7–9 and Exodus 21:23-25.

Tuesday— Study Psalm 5:10; 7:15-16; 9:15-16; 37:14-15 and Proverbs 26:27.

Wednesday— Study Obadiah 15; Isaiah 33:1 and Proverbs 1:10-11, 18-19.

Thursday— Study 2 Samuel 12:9-11.

Friday— Study 2 Samuel 14:25-26 and 18:9-15.

Saturday— Study Exodus 1:15-22 and 15:1-12.

Bible Text:  ___________________________________               Date:  ________________

What idea particularly strikes me from this text?  [Note in which verse(s) it is found.]

What question does this text raise in my mind—and how would this textthis text answer it?

What about Jesus Christ—his character and/or his redemption—relates to this text?

What action must I take as a result of this text?  Be concrete and specific.

With whom will I share what I learned from this text? [and what was their response?]


