
Starter Question

• Pastor Doug noted that God uses very flawed people (ie, "average"!) people to accomplish his plans.
Do you tend to find this surprising, embarrassing, disappointing or reassuring—and why?

Observation —What do I see?

• Jacob's life-long sin was partiality.  What does <webstersdictionary1828.com> say about partiality?

According to Deuteronomy 10:17, Acts 10:34 and 1 Peter 1:17, what is God's take on it?

According to Leviticus 19:15 and Deuteronomy 1:17 & 16:19, what does God require of us?

• Partiality leads us to flatter others for our own personal advantage.  
According to Jude 15-16, what sort of person typically exhibits partiality and flattery?

Interpretation—What does it mean?

• Webster's notes that partiality flows from our will and affections, not from a love of truth and justice.
It warps our judgment. We flatter because we wish to gain favor and influence, or to accomplish 
some purpose.   As a group, explore the implications/impact of these truths on family and society.

• According to Psalm 5:8-10, how serious is "a little bit of partiality and flattery"?

• According to Proverbs 29:5, whose feet get caught in the net of partiality and flattery?

Application—What do I do with this?

• Jacob—a leader in the biblical faith—appears never to have deeply repented of his sin of favoritism.  
How do you think that can be?

• How should we think about, and respond to, honest yet less-than-perfect Christian leaders today?

• Study James 2:1-11, extracting principles about self, others and God.  How does this apply to you?
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TalkTalk together about the glory of God’s kingdom.  –Psalm 145:11
Love the Lord your God and walkwalk in all his ways.  –Joshua 22:5
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Sermon Summary    
Today I will be drawing our study of Jacob’s life to a close, and in doing so I want to tell you “the rest of the story.” 
The bulk of Jacob’s story is recorded in Genesis 25-35. He is mentioned in following chapters, but really the focus 
is on Jacob’s son, Joseph, and his brothers. 

The first thing I want you to see is an ongoing flaw that Jacob retains. It is glaringly obvious in Genesis chapter 42. 
You will recall that Joseph was the oldest of Jacob’s two sons through Rachel. He had twelve sons in all, with Joseph 
being number eleven. Joseph was his favorite son, which caused jealousy between him and his brothers. One day 
the brothers finally acted on their jealousy and sold Joseph into slavery. Through a series of events, Joseph rises 
from slavery through the ranks and becomes the food czar of Egypt. Jacob hears that there is food available in Egypt 
and he sends his sons to purchase some. After recognizing his brothers and disguising himself, Joseph asks them 
to bring Benjamin to him. This upset Jacob because Benjamin was his second favorite son (Gen. 42:38). Jacob is 
displaying the same blatant favoritism he has always shown. Favoritism has a long history in Jacob’s family. It seems 
to have started with his parents Isaac and Rebekah who each favored a different son (25:27-28). With Jacob, it 
probably goes back to his first wife Leah, who was deceptively pawned off on him by her father Laban (29:23-25). 
Even though Leah was his most ‘prolific’ wife in terms of giving him children, Jacob preferred her sister Rachel, whom 
he also married (29:30–31). His favoritism of Rachel also applied to Rachel’s children—Joseph and Benjamin. Even 
in preparation for his meeting with Esau, Joseph lines the family up in the order of their expendability (33:1–2).

When Jacob’s daughter Dinah was raped (34:2), Jacob took no action until his sons came in from the fields and 
applied pressure (34:5). Did he wait to act because he wanted the entire family to weigh in on what should be 
done in response, or was it partly due to indifference? Because after all, Dinah was Leah’s daughter, not his 
favorite wife Rachel’s? This pattern of family favoritism hits the fan in chapter 37 when Joseph’s jealous brothers 
hurl him into a pit and sell him into slavery. And afterwards Jacob is reluctant to let Benjamin go with them back 
to Egypt.  What I want you to see is that despite all of the positive changes that had occurred in Jacob’s life over 
the years, the sin of favoritism remained. He was still very much “under construction”. Jacob had this habit of 
repeating the same mistakes, over and over again, no matter what the cost. I’m not saying that Jacob made no 
progress in his faith - he did.  But sometimes God’s servants keep falling into the same sinful habits over and 
over again. Our “favorite pitfalls” should not drive us to despair. What they should do, however, is drive us to 
prayer—asking God for a heart of wisdom and the grace we need to be set free from those sins which bind us. 

In chapter 45, Jacob has just been staggered with the news that his beloved Joseph is still alive and ruling in 
Egypt (45:26–28). Jacob receives assurance from God as he sets out on his reunion trip to Egypt where he will be 
reunited with his long-lost son. This assurance happens at a place called Beersheba where God speaks to Jacob 
in a night vision (46:3). Then God says, ‘I will go down with you to Egypt, and I will surely bring you back’ (v. 4). 
Please notice that Jacob’s God is a ‘mobile’ God. God is omnipresent, which means that he exists in all places at 
all times with his entire being. Throughout our study of Jacob’s life, at crucial times, God has reassured him that 
he is a promise-keeping God.  I think he does that because he knows how much we need ongoing assurance. We 
need to know that he is still with us, that he still loves us, that our sins have not run him off. We need assurance that 
he will walk through trials with us. We need to know that the promises God makes, he will keep ( Psalm 139:8–12). 

There is a third snapshot from Jacob’s life that I want you to see. It’s found in his ‘Pharaoh interview’ (47:7-10). Jacob 
described his life as unpleasant, hard, evil. In this context, I think that it connotes a life of distress and misery. Some of 
Jacob’s trouble was of his own making. Across the ages, many of God’s people have experienced trials, not necessarily 
of their own making. God does not guarantee his servants a trouble-free life.  I find it refreshing when people are 
honest about their struggles—it helps me be honest about mine!   While Jacob was candid about his troubles, he 
wasn’t without joy, which is also encouraging. This brings us to another observation I’d like to share with you today. It 
relates to the testimony Jacob leaves. While Jacob was candid before Pharaoh, he was grateful before Joseph. We 
see it in chapter 48 when Jacob, here called Israel, is reunited with Joseph, the son he thought was long dead (48:11, 
15–16). Here thanksgiving blends with testimony. He talks about “The God who has been his shepherd”, the God who 
has cared for him, defended him, sustained him, disciplined him, stayed beside him.  Perhaps the best insight into a 
person’s faith is what they believe about their Lord as they look back over their life and marvel at what God has done. 

Charles Hodge’s letter is an incredible testimony of God’s grace and one man’s appreciation of it! Many of us 
have experienced God’s grace in many ways—not in every particular like Charles Hodge or even like Jacob, but 
we too have a testimony of God’s shepherding and redemption.  The life of Jacob is yet another reminder that 
God uses imperfect people, just like us, to bring about his redemptive purposes in the world.  The question is, 
will you trust God to direct your life?  Will you adopt his values as your own?  Will you ask God to reveal your 
own blind spots, and once revealed, will you allow the Holy Spirit to change you?  Will you choose to participate 
in God’s Kingdom purposes which he is carrying out in the world through his church? 



Digging Deeper in Your Daily Quiet Time

1 Corinthians 15:33 says, "Do not be deceived: Bad company corrupts good morals",
so it really matters who we let influnce us.  Let's explore this important topic...

Monday— Study 1 Peter 5:1–3.  Who are trustworthy examples to follow?
Tuesday— Study Philippians 3:17–19.  Whose example must we not follow?
Wednesday— Study 1 Timothy 4:12 and Titus 2:6–10.  Are you too young to be a good example?
Thursday— Study Matthew 18:6.  What danger must we avoid?  How serious is it?
Friday— Study Isaiah 9:16.  What do you risk if you follow the wrong people?
Saturday— Study Matthew 7:15-20.  How can you recognize a corrupt leader?

Bible Text:  ___________________________________               Date:  ________________

What idea particularly strikes me from this text?  [Note in which verse(s) it is found.]

What question does this text raise in my mind—and how would this textthis text answer it?

What about Jesus Christ—his character and/or his redemption—relates to this text?

What action must I take as a result of this text?  Be concrete and specific.

With whom will I share what I learned from this text? [and what was their response?]


