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TalkTalk together about the glory of God’s kingdom.  –Psalm 145:11
Love the Lord your God and walkwalk in all his ways.  –Joshua 22:5

Questions for Reflection or Discussion
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The Wise Men: The Wise Men: 

  In Search   In Search of aof a King King

Observation—What does it say?   

•	 From Matthew 2:1-2, list all that the magi knew, and didn't know, about the Jewish Messiah. 

•	 How in the world did pagan astrologers from Mesopotamia know about the promised Jewish Messiah?
The following events are connected with Mesopotamia:
s  Fourteen hundred years before Jesus was born, this was prophecied (read Numbers 24:17).
s  Seven hundred years before Jesus was born, this was prophecied (Isaiah 49:1-7).
s  Six hundred years before Jesus was born, this happened (Daniel 1:1-4 & 2:46-49).

•	 Pastor Doug identified three responses to Jesus (see Sermon SummarySermon Summary).  What were they?

Interpretation—What does it mean?

•	 Why do you think people have different responses to Jesus?  Support your answer biblically.

Sometimes people's initial response to Jesus changes.
Describe the change described in Galatians 1:13-16, 22-24.
Describe the change described in John 6:2, 10-15 cf. 26-27, 51-61, 66.

Application—What do I do with this?

•	 How has your response to Jesus changed over the years?

•	 Pastor Doug identified seven lessons the magi teach us (see Sermon SummarySermon Summary), namely:
q  Assume that God wants to communicate his will to us. 
q  Follow the light God gives you.  
q  Consult others whom you believe have greater wisdom than you.
q  Consult the Scriptures.
q  Obey God each step of the way.  
q  Worship is the proper response to our Creator-Redeemer. 
q  True worship involves sacrificial giving.

•	 Choose one of those lessons you marked with      .    How can you put it into practice this week?

Which of those seven lessons 
do you practice regularly?
Mark them with       .
Which of those seven lessons 
do you not practice regularly?
Mark them with       .
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Sermon Summary    Key Text: Matthew 2:1-12
Today we continue our series on the Christmas story, considering the wise men who traveled a great distance to worship 
the newborn King of the Jews. What do we know about the wise men?  We don’t know as much as we’d like.  All we know is 
that there was more than one, they came from the east (probably either Arabia or Babylon), and they studied the heavens, 
believing that the affairs of history could be discerned through the stars.  These wise men were aware of Jewish Messianic 
hope because God had dispersed the Jews throughout the Arabian Peninsula as a judgment on their sin.  For example, 
Babylonian King Nebuchadnezzar appointed the Prophet Daniel as ruler over his nation’s magi!   Daniel’s calculations 
which pointed to the very time Christ would be born became part of ancient Near Eastern literature.  By this time in history 
there was a general expectation throughout the East that a great king was about to arise among the Jews.  So when a star 
appeared, these Gentile wise men saw it as a sign that this king had been born. 

Does the Bible endorse astrology? No, it doesn’t.  Astrology assumes that stars are active agents which cause earthly events 
and promotes the worship of stars.  The Bible teaches that stars sometimes convey messages about earthly events (see 
Psalm 19:1-4, and Romans 10:17-18 which quotes it), but it prohibits worship of anything but the One True God (Job 31:26-
28).  Luke 21 tells us that God will indicate Jesus' return by observable signs in the heavens.  But what about that star they 
saw?  Is there any evidence for it?  (Indeed there is—go to YouTube and search “Rick Larson” and “Bethlehem Star”!)

When the magi arrived in Jerusalem and asked about the newborn king, it caused quite a stir.  The current king, Herod, was 
a cruel and paranoid man, quick to dispose of any threat to his power—even his wife and two sons. (A Roman philosopher 
commented: “It’s better to be Herod’s hog than his son.”)  In his paranoia, Herod gathered his advisors and inquired where the 
Scriptures indicated the Messiah would be born.  Without hesitation they cited Micah 5:2, and from this one verse Herod learned 
that the Messiah will be born in Bethlehem (the ancestral home of Israel’s beloved King David), will be of the tribe of Judah, 
and that he will be the eternal ruler of Israel!  Herod’s next move was to identify and kill this rival king.  Based on the star’s first 
appearance he could calculate the child’s approximate age.  But the magi, warned by God, refused to assist Herod, and so he 
simply killed every boy two years old and younger!  Herod may have been actively opposed to Jesus, but the religious leaders 
of the day were too disinterested to make the five mile journey to observe the fulfillment of age-old Jewish messianic hopes!  
We see the same responses today: some seek Christ, some oppose him, and others simply ignore him.  What’s your response?

When the wise men discovered the Christ child they fell down and worshiped him, giving him valuable and richly symbolic 
gifts: gold—a gift appropriate for a king; frankincense—the gift fit for a priest’s duties, and myrrh—used mainly to embalm 
the dead!  And   Jesus indeed is a king—the King of Love—just not the political one the Jews would have preferred.  Jesus 
indeed is a priest, reconciling us to God through the sacrifice of his own body.

What do we learn from these wise men?  Like them, we should...

[1]  Assume that God wants to communicate his will to us.  If you don’t believe God wants to communicate his will to you, you 
won’t look for it. And if you don’t look for it, you won’t find it.  Today God speaks to us most clearly through the Bible, but he 
also can use people and circumstances.

[2]  Follow the light God gives you.   Respond to the light you have and God will give you more. 

[3]  Consult others whom you believe have greater wisdom than you. That is what the wise men did.

[4]  Consult the Scriptures. The magi consulted the book of Micah to discover where Christ would be born.  In the Scriptures 
we too can find a wealth of wisdom to guide us along life’s path (begin in the book of Proverbs).

[5]  Obey God each step of the way.  It does no good to know the right thing to do, and then not to do it. Obedience opens 
the door to God’s greater blessings. 

[6]  Worship is the proper response to our Creator-Redeemer.  The wise men immediately fell to the ground in worship. They 
recognized the presence of greatness, of deity.  God created you to worship. The wise men did what they were created to 
do. And today truly wise men still worship him. 
 
[7]  True worship involves sacrificial giving.  The wise men offered Christ the best that they had—gifts of gold, frankincense, 
and myrrh.  We must too.  And know that no sacrifice we make for him will ever equal the sacrifice he made for us at the cross.
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2026 Regional Care and Discipleship Training
   
Whether you’re a new believer in Christ or well-seasoned in ministry, this training 
will help equip you for fruitful discipleship in your church and community.  Join us!

Who will benefit?

R  Every church member who wants to grow as a disciple
R  Small group leaders, elders or deacons entrusted with the care of the church family
R  Any Christian who wants to sharpen their skills in caring for others
R  Those seeking Phase 1 training for the Association of Certified Biblical Counselors (ACBC)

Topics Include:

R  How People Change		  R  God’s Design for Marriage		  R  Anxiety
R  Peacemaking Principles		  R  Marriage Conflicts			   R  Temptation
R  Anger and Abuse			   R  Divorce and Remarriage		  R  Mental Illness
R  Depression				    R  Parenting				    R  and more!

What is the format?

•	 Videos, group discussion, and live counseling observation
•	 Four Saturdays together as a cohort, plus three hours per month of individual online content
•	 Monthly lunches included
•	 Only $99 for the whole training package

When and where will it meet?

Triangle Community Church  (4216 Kildaire Farm Road, Apex  27539)
830am to 400pm on Saturday January 17,  February 21,  March 21 and  April18, 2026

Questions?   
Just e-mail Pastor Dan Clement at:   			   FAQ, Complete Info, 
BiblicalHopeAndHelp@gmail.com  			   and Registration here:

Triangle Community Church 
and the

Institute for

Biblical Counseling
and Discipleship



Digging Deeper in Your Daily Quiet Time
On the very day when Adam & Eve sinned, God promised to solve mankind's sin problem.
That first prophecy was rather vague, but over the years they became ever more detailed.

Let's explore several of Isaiah's prophecies about the coming Messiah...      
Monday— Isaiah 7:14.  What do you learn about Messiah's mother and his name?
Tuesday— Isaiah 9:1-7.   Describe Messiah's character and his kingdom.
Wednesday— Isaiah 11:1-10.  Describe Messiah's humble beginning and his peaceable kingdom.
Thursday— Isaiah 42:1-9.  This first of the "Servant Songs" is about Jesus.  What do you learn?
Friday— Isaiah 49:1-7.  What does this second "Servant Song" say about the extent of his reign?
Saturday— Isaiah 52:13–53:12.  Can you identify who is the subject of this "Servant Song"?

Bible Text:  ___________________________________               Date:  ________________

What idea particularly strikes me from this text?  [Note in which verse(s) it is found.]

What question does this text raise in my mind—and how would this textthis text answer it?

What about Jesus Christ—his character and/or his redemption—relates to this text?

What action must I take as a result of this text?  Be concrete and specific.

With whom will I share what I learned from this text? [and what was their response?]


