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Gifted to Serve
Part Two

TALKINGPOINTS
WALKINGPOINTS
Talk together about the glory of God’s kingdom. –Psalm 145:11
Love the Lord your God and walk in all his ways. –Joshua 22:5

Questions for Discussion & Application

Triangle Community Church aims to be a “transforming church”. We exist to be used by God as He transforms ordinary people
into extraordinary followers of Jesus Christ. TCC believes not only that life-change is possible—but that it is to be expected.
Growth is God’s will for his people. But transformation does not happen by accident. It requires intentional, intelligent, action.
1 Timothy 4:7 instructs you to “discipline yourself for the purpose of godliness.” Since “Talking Points, Walking
Points” is intended both for individual reflection and for group discussion, questions vary in degree of vulnerability
required. Generally it is best to begin group discussions with questions which involve less personal disclosure—
but don’t linger there. Be sure to “dive deep” too! The questions which require the greatest openness and honesty, as well as
those in the section entitled “Digging Deeper in your Daily Quiet Time”, are perfect for private reflection.

•

Review the four obstacles to serving Pastor Lanier identified (see Sermon Summary).
Which of those obstacles have you experienced personally? Which obstacles haven't impacted you?
Which of those obstacles appear to you to be valid justifications for not serving—at least at this time—
and which appear only to be flimsy excuses? Why do you think that?

•

Review the two reasons for serving. Which of those is most compelling to you—and why?
Which teams have you served on at TCC? Tell us about your experience in that role.

•

Are you FAT? (No offense—see obstacle #3!) At dictionary.com, look up each of those three words that
make up the acronym "FAT". What do you learn? So, are you FAT?
If not, which of those three attributes do you most need to develop?
How do you think that attribute is developed?

Application-Challenge

What will you have to stop doing
in order to become even FATter?

• If you are not currently serving your church—Get in the Game!
• If you have not yet taken the spiritual gifts assessment—do it!
(Follow the link in today’s Talking Points, Walking Points e-mail.)
• If you already are serving, invite a friend or two to join you.

Take One Step:

!

What is one small, concrete step of obedience you will put into practice this week?

Sermon Summary

Key Texts: 1 Corinthians 12:7 & 1 Peter 4:10

Last week we learned that spiritual gifts aren’t the same as the results of a personality test. They’re
not meant to simply know yourself better. Spiritual gifts are meant to be used for the building of God’s
Kingdom. 1 Corinthians 12:7 says: “Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the
common good.” Here at TCC we have meaningful ways you can use your gifts to love and serve
your neighbors, communities and the world. Ministry happens at TCC every day of the week, and the
majority of it relys on volunteers. But what are four common reasons believers don’t serve?
[1] “I’m Too Busy.” There are so many demands on our time and attention that it seems impossible at
times to make room for something else. But how many things are you involved in that have the potential
to make an eternal difference? Ask yourself: Are there any other places you have room to create some
margin to get involved in something that can not only make someone’s day or week or year better, but
can actually change their eternity? That’s the kind of impact that’s worth creating time for.
[2] “It doesn’t seem like I’m needed.” The people who are currently volunteering are doing an incredible
job, and some volunteers serve multiple times a month, sometimes on more than one team. It’s only
because of them that we are able to keep all the plates spinning. But don’t think that you aren’t needed.
[3] “I’m not sure I’m the right person.” If this is your reason… join the club! Listen to how Paul sees
himself: “I am the least of the apostles...but by the grace of God I am what I am.” (1 Corinthians 15:9).
We might say “Who am I to lead a small group?” “What could I possibly teach a group of middle
schoolers?” The answer is right there in verse 10. With God’s grace working in and through you, you
are the right person for the job. The perfect volunteer is FAT: Faithful, Available, and Teachable! We
don’t expect you to know everything or do everything perfectly on day 1. We just need you to be willing
to grow and learn as you go. It’s what all of us are doing too!
[4] “I’m not ready to commit.” Some of you aren’t sure that TCC is going to be your long-term church
home yet, but the best way to really see who we are and what we value is to serve with us. It’s one of
the best ways to build relationships with other TCCers. It adds an extra layer of purpose to your church
experience. I’m not saying you need to sign up for every Sunday from now until 2025. But give serving
a chance. Even if you’re not newer to TCC but you’re feeling a little disconnected, joining a ministry
team is one of the best ways to feel more at home because you’re becoming part of something. And
not being sure you are going to stay somewhere long-term isn’t a good reason to withhold your gifts
and talents. Aquila and Priscilla in the New Testament model this perfectly: Everywhere they went, they
made an impact. They weren’t concerned about being there permanently or not, they saw ways they
could serve in the moment where God had them, and they stepped in to serve.
So, why should you serve? First, because it’s the proper response to the many gifts God has
given you (1 Peter 4:10). It is a matter of stewardship. We aren’t meant to be silos of God’s grace and
blessings in our lives. They weren’t given just for us to keep for ourselves. They were given so that we
could be vessels of God’s love and grace to the world (2 Corinthians 4:6-7). You’re the “jar of clay” God
wants to use to display his character.
The second reason we should serve is because your church experience is meant to be about more
than attending and receiving. TCC’s vision is that each Sunday, folks would attend one worship
service and serve at the other. I know that for families with young kids that’s really difficult and that’s
OK. As we’ve mentioned there are plenty of ways to serve that aren’t on a Sunday.
There’s an interesting cycle that occurs within volunteering. At first, you’re doing it because there’s a need
that you can help meet. But somewhere along that way, that changes. It’s no longer about what you’re
giving to others, it’s about what we receive from them. For those of you who are not serving yet, I pray
that you’ll take the opportunity to experience a fuller, deeper relationship with TCC by joining one of our
ministry teams. There is a place for you and your gifts to make an eternal impact on the world around you.

Digging Deeper in Your Daily Quiet Time
"Five Question Bible Study" (see page below) is a simple way to study any topic.
Let's use it to learn how to use your spiritual gifts to serve your church family...
Monday— Romans 12:9-13 & 14:18-19
Tuesday— Colossians 3:12-17
Wednesday— Hebrews 3:12-14
Thursday— Galatians 5:13-14
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"Five Question Bible Study"?
e-mail: Dan.Clement.TCC@gmail.com

Friday— Galatians 6:1-10
Saturday— In preparation for worshiping your risen Lord
tomorrow with your church family, study Psalm 139:1-18.
Bible Text: ___________________________________

Date: ________________

What idea particularly strikes me from this text? [Note in which verse(s) it is found.]

What question does this text raise in my mind—and how would this text answer it?

What about Jesus Christ—his character and/or his redemption—relates to this text?

What action must I take as a result of this text? Be concrete and specific.

With whom will I share what I learned from this text? [and what was their response?]

